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SKILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Grantham, Lincolnshire

Chairman:  Graham Page  Vice-Chairman:  Mark Fryer Councillors:  Neville Clark, David Raes, Anita Sheehan, Richard Wrigley. 
Parish Clerk:  Vicky Page (Mrs), The Old School, Colsterworth Road, Skillington, Lincs.  NG33 5HF   

Telephone:  01476 861296  e-mail:  clerk.spc@gmail.com

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Skillington Village Hall on Wednesday 8th April 2015 at 
7.00pm

Present:  Cllrs G. Page, M. Fryer, N. Clark, D. Raes, A. Sheehan, R. Wrigley;  V Page (Parish Clerk);  R. 
Allinson, C. Crump, R. Disney, D. Featherstone, R. McKee, S. Millington, K. Perdue, G. Robinson and C. 
Winter.

In attendance:  Cllr Bob Adams (LCC & SKDC) 

The Meeting was chaired by Graham Page, Chairman of Skillington Parish Council.
 

1. Apologies for absence:  received from Francis Disney and Michael Sheehan.

2. Notes of the Annual Parish Meeting on 7th April 2014:  were agreed and signed.

3. Report on the Parish Council:  The Chairman reported on the activities of the Parish Council (PC) in the
past year:

3.1 The Council/Election:  There are currently six councillors: himself, Mark Fryer, Neville Clark, David
Raes, Anita Sheehan and Richard Wrigley; the Council should consist of 7 councillors. During the 
year Steve Gait and Simon Nadin stood down after many years’ service and Anita Sheehan was co-
opted.  Mark Fryer will stand down at the forthcoming Election; leaving two vacancies.  Francis 
Disney and Dave Featherstone have agreed to stand.

3.2 Planning Committee:  the Planning Committee usually consists of the Chairman and three 
councillors.  The Committee confer and prepare comments they think appropriate on all planning 
applications relating to buildings and trees in Skillington, bearing in mind the need to protect the 
identity and character of the village.   These comments are collated and sent to SKDC Planning 
Department by the Parish Clerk.  The following aspects are of particular concern, to the Committee: 
size and nature of the proposal; feasibility; impact on the environment; integration into the village 
structure.  During the period 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015 only two applications were received:  
one regarding Trees in the Conservation Area which was granted and one for a house-holder 
development which was subsequently refused by SKDC Planning.  The PC’s views were also 
sought on a proposed wind turbine at the Honeypot Lane units which was refused permission on 
Appeal:

Colin Crump Asked why the PC was not in favour of the proposed development in Lords 
Lane which would replace several unattractive garages:  The Chairman replied that, in the 
PC’s opinion,  the proposed houses would overlook Albion House and the bungalows facing 
onto Colsterworth Rd; the plots were not large enough for the planned development; there 
was inadequate provision for parking which would impact on Lords Lane; the drainage was 
inadequate in an area which already has problems with drains and surface water; the design 
was vague.  The PC is not necessarily against all development in the area but had serious 
objections to the particular proposal.  Whilst the PC reported its objections to SKDC the 
decision was made by them.

3.3 Mowing:  the PC has taken over the mowing previously undertaken by LCC within the village.
3.4 Bus Shelter:  the roof of the Bus Shelter has been repaired over the winter; further work will be 

undertaken now the weather is getting better.
3.5 30mph Area:  enquiries were made of LCC Highways with a view to extending the 30mph area to 

beyond the entrance to the Village Hall on Grantham Road and up the hill to the entrance to the 
farmyard on Colsterworth Rd.  Permission was refused on the grounds that there is no evidence of 
a safety issue.

3.6 Notice Boards:  The PC has a new notice board, large enough for the display of statutory notices.  
This was partly funded by a £500 grant from LCC Big Society Fund. The Chairman thanked Cllr 
Adams for arranging this grant.  The village notice board has also been refurbished by the PC.

Signed: ................................................................ Chairman                                
Date ...........................................
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3.7 Outlook for 2015/16:  The Precept has remained unchanged.  Improvements to the Cemetery are 
planned. 

3.8 Thanks:  The Chairman expressed his thanks to all the Parish Councillors; to Cllr Adams for his 
continued support throughout the year, attending almost all the PC’s meetings; and to the Parish 
Clerk for the many extra hours worked.

4. Parish Council Finances: the unaudited Accounts of Skillington Parish Council for the year to 31st March 
2015 were presented.

5. Neighbourhood Plan:  following the Public Meeting in November a Steering Committee has been formed
and an application to produce a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) has been registered with SKDC.  A 
questionnaire will be distributed to all properties in the village so that the proposed Plan reflects the 
wishes of the people in the village.  Preparing a NP will give some control over any future planning for the 
village.  At present Skillington is classed as a ‘Non-Service Centre’ in the current SKDC Local Plan.  This 
precludes development but when the new Plan is drawn up Non-Service Centre status will be reviewed.  
Any NP will have to be consulted and will therefore give some control over planning applications in the 
future and an opportunity to influence the writing of the SKDC Local Plan as it will show what the people 
of Skillington want for their community. The Steering Committee will be reporting back with regard to the 
questionnaire.

6. Cllr Mark Fryer thanked the Chairman for taking the meeting and for his work on the Parish Council.

The meeting closed at 7.45pm

The next Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday, 4th April 2016 at 7.00pm at Skillington Village 
Hall

Signed: ................................................................ Chairman                                
Date ...........................................


