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1. Introduction

1.1 Skillington Parish Council submitted their Neighbourhood Development Plan to South
Kesteven District Council in February 2017.

1.2 When submitting a neighbourhood plan to the relevant local planning authority the
legislation requires that the qualifying body submit a number of other documents to
accompany it. One of these is commonly known as a Basic Conditions Statement.

1.3 This Basic Conditions Statement has therefore been prepared in accordance with
Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. It explains how
the proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan meets the basic conditions in paragraph
8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

1.4 There are five basic conditions that are relevant to a neighbourhood development plan.

These are:

e having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the
Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood plan

e the making of the neighbourhood plan contributes to the achievement of
sustainable development

e the making of the neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the strategic
policies contained in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any part
of that area)

e the making of the neighbourhood plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible
with, EU obligations

e prescribed conditions are met in relation to the neighbourhood plan and prescribed
matters have been complied with in connection with the proposal for the
neighbourhood plan.

1.5 The prescribed condition is that the making of the neighbourhood plan is not likely to
have a significant effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats
and Species Regulations 2012) or a European offshore marine site (as defined in the
Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007) (either alone or
in combination with other plans or projects).

1.6 This Basic Conditions Statement sets out how the Skillington Neighbourhood Plan meets
the requirements of each basic condition and other legal tests. It explains why the Parish
Council believe the plan meets these statutory requirements and should thereby proceed
to referendum.
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2. The Legal Requirements

2.1 This statement is required to set out how the neighbourhood plan meets the
requirements of each legal test. This is set out below.

The Qualifying Body

2.2 The plan has been submitted by Skillington Parish Council, which is the qualifying body
for the Skillington Neighbourhood Area.

The Neighbourhood Area

2.3 Skillington Parish Council applied to South Kesteven District Council to designate a
Neighbourhood Area on 7 April 2015. The District Council subsequently publicised the
application for a six week period and invited any representations.

2.4 The District Council formally approved the Skillington Neighbourhood Area on 17 June
2015.

2.5 The boundary of the Skillington Neighbourhood Area corresponds to the Parish
boundary. This is indicated in Appendix 1.

The Plan Period
2.6 The Skillington Neighbourhood Plan covers the plan period from 2017 to 2031.
2.7 The adopted Core Strategy prepared by South Kesteven District Council provides the

strategic framework for the amount and distribution of new development needed in the
district for the 20 year period 2006-2026.

2.8 The emerging Local Plan will roll this forward and cover the period up to 2036.
Excluded Development

2.9 The neighbourhood plan does not contain policies that relate to ‘excluded development’.
For example it does not contain matters dealt with by Lincolnshire County Council
(notably mineral extraction and waste development) or Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects.
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Policies that relate to development and use of land
2.10  The neighbourhood plan sets out policies that relate to the development and use of land

in the whole or part of the Skillington Neighbourhood Area. It includes land use planning
policies that can be used in the determination of planning applications.

Other Neighbourhood Areas
2.1 The plan does not relate to all or any part of another designated neighbourhood area.

2.12  Thereis no other made neighbourhood plan that covers any part of the Skillington
Neighbourhood Area.

2.13
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3. The Basic Conditions

3.1 This statement is required to set out how the neighbourhood plan meets the prescribed
basic conditions.

Regard to national policies and advice

3.2 The National Planning Policy Framework 2012 (hereafter referred to as the Framework)
sets out the Government’s main planning policies for England and how they are expected
to be applied. Further advice can also be found in the Government’s on-line national
Planning Practice Guidance (hereafter referred to as Guidance) first published in April
2014.

3.3 The neighbourhood plan has therefore been prepared with regard to national policies as
set out in the Framework and is mindful of the Guidance.

3.4 The neighbourhood plan has had regard to paragraphs 183 to 185 of the Framework. The
local community were instrumental in developing a shared vision for the area and the

associated objectives.

3.5 The vision for Skillington developed in the neighbourhood plan is:

In 2031 Skillington will be an attractive and tranquil village, which has a strong and

balanced community that looks after its historical buildings and surroundings

3.6 To deliver this vision the neighbourhood plan has the following objectives:

To support appropriate and affordable residential development in the village
To support a prosperous local economy

To retain and improve local services and community facilities
To protect and enhance the Skillington Conservation Area
To conserve and manage the surrounding Kesteven Uplands landscape

3.7 The neighbourhood plan sets out the policies to deliver the vision and objectives, which
will be used to help determine planning applications submitted in the neighbourhood
area. The policies contained within the plan are listed in Appendix 2. These are intended
to ensure that local people get the right type of development for their community.

3.8 The neighbourhood plan has also been prepared to align with the strategic needs of the
wider rural areas of South Kesteven District and conforms to the adopted development
plan for the area. The neighbourhood plan does not promote less development than that

set out in the adoeted Core Strategx or undermine its strategic Eolicies. Outside of these

Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan: Basic Conditions Statement Page 6



strategic elements the plan has brought forward policies that shape and achieve
sustainable development.

3.9 Set out in Table 1 below is a brief summary of how each policy in the neighbourhood plan
conforms to the Framework. The particular paragraphs referred to in the table are those
considered the most relevant to each policy but are not intended to be an exhaustive list
of all relevant paragraphs.

Table 1: Conformity to the National Planning Policy Framework

Policy Policy Framework Comment on Conformity

No Title References in the Neighbourhood Plan

The Core Planning Principles - | The neighbourhood plan has empowered local
overall Para 17 people to shape their surroundings with a

plan succinct document that sets out a positive vision

for the future. Itis based on joint working,
especially with SKDC. It provides a practical
framework within which planning decisions can
be made with predictability and efficiency.

Neighbourhood Plans - The local community were instrumental in

Paras 183 to 185 developing a shared vision for the area. The
neighbourhood plan sets out policies to
determine decisions on planning applications. It
ensures that local people get the right type of
development for their community. It has also
been prepared to align with the strategic needs
of the wider rural areas of South Kesteven
District and conforms to the development plan
for the area. The neighbourhood plan does not
promote less development than that set out in
the development plan for the area or undermine
its strategic policies. Outside of these strategic
elements the neighbourhood plan has brought
forward policies that shape and direct
sustainable development.

1. Residential Core Planning Principles - | The policy seeks to secure high quality design
Development | Para17 and a good standard of amenity.
in Skillington
Section 6 - Para 47 The Steering Group has worked closely with

South Kesteven District Council to understand
the housing need in the area based on the
adopted Core Strategy and SPD, as well as the
general principles emerging in the new Local
Plan. The five year land supply also forms part of
the neighbourhood plan evidence base.

Section 7 — Para 55 Housing provision in rural areas should be
located where it will enhance or maintain the
vitality of rural communities in order to
promote sustainable development.
|
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Section 7 - Para 56 The policy highlights the need for good design.

Section 7 - Para 58 The policy sets out the quality of the
development that will be expected, identifying
the required characteristics. This includes
retaining a strong sense of place and
incorporating local character and history in the
design.

Section 7 — Para 60 The policy seeks to encourage local
distinctiveness.

Section 11— Para 109 By insisting that development is within the
existing village confine, the plan seeks to protect
the surrounding natural environment and valued
landscape.

Section 12 - Para 126 The policy recognises the importance of heritage
assets and the wider Conservation Area.

Section 12 - Para 128 The policy seeks to protect open spaces that are
identified as being important to the setting of
the Conservation Area.

Section 12 — Para 131 The policy requires development to reflect local
character and distinctiveness.
2. Affordable Section 6 - Para 50 and The evidence base for the plan noted the District
Housing on Para 159 on Local Plans wide housing figures, especially the
Rural requirements and desired locations for
Exception affordable housing. This will need to be kept
Sites under review should circumstances and demand
change.
3. The Local Core Planning Principles - | The policy supports sustainable economic
Economy Para 17 development.
Section 3 - Para 28 The policy supports economic growth in the rural

area to create jobs and prosperity. It encourages
sustainable growth that is designed to be in-
keeping with the characteristics of the locality.

Section 5 - Paras 42 and | The policy highlights the importance of superfast
43 broadband in rural areas. It supports the premise
that the development of high speed broadband
technology and other communications networks
plays a vital role in enhancing the provision of
local community facilities and services as well as
home working.

4. Local Section 3 - Para 28 The policy promotes the retention and
Services and development of local services and community
Community facilities in the village, such as village hall, sports
Facilities and recreation spaces, public houses and places
of worship.
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Section 8 - Para 69

Section 8 — Para 70

The policy seeks to encourage social interaction
and create healthy, inclusive communities. It also
seeks access to high quality open spaces and
opportunities for sport and recreation can make
an important contribution to the health and well-
being of communities.

The policy seeks to guard against the loss of
valued services and facilities. It also supports
development that would improve certain key
services and community facilities.

5. Local Green
Space

Section 8 — Para 74

Section 8 - Paragraph 76

The plan seeks to protect important open spaces
within the village.

The Framework introduces the concept of Local
Green Spaces. The designations in the plan are
close to the community they serve and not
extensive tracts of land. They also hold special
significance to the local community.

6. Public
Footpaths

Section 4 — Para 35

Section 8 — Para 69

The policy gives priority to the protection of
pedestrian movements.

The policy encourages safe and accessible
development that contains clear and legible
pedestrian routes.

7. Conservation
Area

Achieving sustainable
development - Para 7

Core Planning Principles -
Para 17

Section 12 — Para 126

Section 12 — Para 126, 128
and Para 132

The policy seeks to achieve sustainable
development by protecting and enhancing the
Conservation Area.

The policy seeks to conserve heritage assets in
the neighbourhood area.

The policy adopts a positive approach to
development that conserves the historic
environment and requires development to
reflect local character and distinctiveness.

The policy attaches weight to conserving the
most important heritage assets. It requires
development to make a positive contribution to
local character and distinctiveness. It recognises
that development should not have an adverse
impact on the setting of buildings and important
open spaces in and around the Conservation
Area.

8. Conservation
Area Design
Guidance

Core Planning Principles
- Para17

Section 12 — Para 126, 128
and Para 132

The policy seeks to conserve local heritage assets
for future generations.

The policy seeks to conserve and enhance the
historic environment. It requires development to
make a positive contribution to local character
and distinctiveness. The policy recognises that

Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan: Basic Conditions Statement Page 9




development should not have an adverse impact
on the setting of buildings in the Conservation
Area. It cross refers to advice contained in the
Skillington Conservation Area Appraisal and
Management Plan 2016 prepared by South
Kesteven District Council and further guidance to
be prepared by the Parish Council.

9. Open Core Planning Principles - | The policy recognises the intrinsic value and
Countryside Para 17 beauty of the surrounding countryside. It also
conserves local heritage assets and the natural
environment.

Section 11— Para 109 The policy seeks to protect the surrounding
valued landscape.

Section 11— Para 123 The policy endorses the need to protect areas of

tranquillity.

3.10  Itisthereby believed that the neighbourhood plan has had appropriate regard to the
National Planning Policy Framework.

3.1 The Parish Council is not aware of any other relevant national policies and advice that the
neighbourhood plan should have had particular regard to.

The achievement of sustainable development

3.12  The main purpose of the planning system is to contribute towards the achievement of
sustainable development whether it is the policies in a local or neighbourhood plan, or
the decisions being taken on planning applications.

3.13  The Framework states that the three dimensions of sustainability are economic, social
and environmental for which gains should be sought jointly.

3.14  The basic conditions require that the neighbourhood plan contribute to the achievement
of sustainable development. The Steering Group were mindful of this requirement during
the course of plan preparation and the principles of sustainable development are
embedded in the vision and objectives.

3.15  The table below assesses each of the neighbourhood plan’s policies in terms of how they
will deliver sustainable development against the three dimensions of sustainability i.e.
economic, social and environmental aspects. Symbols are used to categorise the impact
and to demonstrate whether the potential impacts of the policy are very positive (++),
positive (+), neutral (0), negative (-), or very negative (--).
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Table 2 : Assessment of the sustainability of policies in the Neighbourhood Plan

Policy Social Economic Environment Comment on achieving Sustainable
Title Factors Factors Factors Development

1. Residential + o ++ The policy seeks to restrict
Development development to being within the
in Skillington village confines to protect

surrounding countryside and ensure
it is in-keeping with existing historic
character. It encourages social
integration within the existing
village rather than peripheral
‘estate’ development that is isolated
from the community.

2. Affordable ++ 0 - The policy seeks to encourage a
Housing on balanced and diverse community in
Rural terms of age and social background,
Exception Sites and encourage sustainability.

3. The Local + ++ 0 The plan recognises the need to
Economy support commercial development in

rural areas, and ideally local jobs.
This policy encourages such
development providing it recognises
the rural character and
environmental quality. It therefore
supports the economic aspirations
of sustainable development.

4. Local Services ++ + + The policy seeks to protect existing
and services and facilities used by the
Community community to ensure the long term
Facilities sustainability of the village and

reduce the need to travel elsewhere.
Its prime goal is to promote
accessibility to all members of the
local community.

5. Local Green + 0 ++ The policy seeks to protect the
Space community’s most important open

spaces. The designated areas form
part of a network of open spaces in
and around the settlements. They
provide opportunities for formal and
informal play recreation. These also
provide green lungs breaking up the
built up area. These green spaces
also have a wider community value
and provide opportunities for social
interaction as well as health and
well-being. The policy therefore
positively contributes to social and
environmental goals.
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3.16

Conformity with the development plan

3.17

3.18

319

Public
Footpaths

This policy aids health and well being
by facilitating social interaction and
physical exercise, as well as enabling
access to community services and
facilities.

Conservation
Area

++

The policy seeks to maintain the
integrity of the historic environment
and thereby positively contribute to
the achievement of sustainable
development. In particular the
protection and enhancement of the
Conservation Area is a prime concern
of the local community.

Conservation ++ The policy seeks to implement

Area Design conservation advice provided by SKDC

Guidance and also provide further guidance to
be written by the Parish Council. The
aim is to raise awareness amongst the
local community and encourage more
sensitive development.

Open ++ In view of the quality of the

Countryside

surrounding countryside and its
sensitivity to development, the policy
seeks to restrict any proposals to
appropriate activities. The policy
highlights the importance of
restricting noise and maintaining
tranquillity, as well as the character
and beauty of the landscape. The
emphasis is therefore on protecting
environmental assets.

In conclusion this information demonstrates that overall the plan’s policies positively

contribute to the achievement of sustainable development.

The neighbourhood plan must also be in general conformity with the strategic planning

policies of the planning authority for the area.

The South Kesteven Development Plan comprises the following documents:

Core Strategy (2006 - 2026) - adopted July 2010
Site Allocation and Policies Development Plan Document (DPD) - adopted April 2014
Saved policies in the South Kesteven Local Plan 1995 (these now only relate to

Grantham).

See more at: http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=8159
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3.20

The neighbourhood plan has been prepared to ensure its general conformity with the

development plan for South Kesteven District. The following tables thereby set out how
each policy in the neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the appropriate
strategic policies in the development plan.

Table 3: Conformity with policies in the adopted Core Strategy

olicy

Policy
0 Title

Vision

Reference in
Core Strategy

The vision for South Kesteven in
2026:

“ ... Rural communities will have
remained viable by
achieving
development that
supports their needs.

... All of this will have been
achieved in ways
which ensures a good
quality of life, health
and well being for
everyone as well as
celebrating the
distinctiveness of the
districts countryside
and heritage."

Comment on Conformity
in the Neighbourhood Plan

The vision for Skillington builds
on this:
“In 2031 Skillington will be an attractive
and tranquil village, which has a strong
and balanced community that looks
after its historical buildings and
surroundings”

1. Residential
Development in
Skillington

The Core Strategy defines a settlement
hierarchy. Those villages which have
seven or more of the essential facilities
were identified as a Local Service
Centre. The Core Strategy says that
some limited development in the Local
Service Centres will prevent local
services from becoming unviable

Skillington is regarded as a smaller
settlement that forms part of the
hinterland for the Colsterworth and
Woolsthorpe Local Service Centre.

In all the village and the surrounding
open countryside development will be
restricted.

Infill development within the
village is permitted
provided it is limited
to small scale within
the built up area.

2. Affordable
Housing on Rural
Exception Sites

Policy H3 in the Core Strategy deals
with affordable housing. It states that
rural exception schemes which are
located in or adjacent to a smaller village
will be considered acceptable where the
scheme clearly meets a proven need for
local affordable housing. Such houses
should be available in perpetuity for local
need. Sites should be suitable for
development in all other respects and
meet all other policy requirements for

Affordable development will be
permitted within the
existing village
confines or located on
rural exception sites
on the periphery,
subject to there being
a proven need.

Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan: Basic Conditions Statement
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development.

3. The Local
Economy

The approach to rural development and
diversification is set out in Policy SP1,
which establishes the uses considered
appropriate in the rural parts of the
District. This includes: agriculture,
forestry and equine development

and rural diversification schemes.

Policy E1 adds that:
...... Outside Local Service Centres, rural
diversification proposals will be
supported where it can be demonstrated
that it is necessary to meet the needs of
farming, forestry, recreation, tourism or
other enterprises and has an essential
requirement for a rural location. Such
proposals would need to demonstrate
that they will help to support or

regenerate a sustainable rural economy.”

The neighbourhood plan
supports economic
development in the
rural area providing it
meets certain criteria.

4. Local Services
and Community

Policy SP2 focuses on protecting and
enhancing community assets in Local

Skillington has little in the way of local
services and facilities, but seeks to

of existing open space including public
open space, and open space important to
the character, setting and separation of
built-up areas.

Facilities Service Centres. There will be a protect those few that it has.
presumption against the change of use of
existing retail, service and employment
premises.
5. Local GreenPolicy EN1 says that all development proposals will | The Core Strategy was adopted before
Space be assessed in relation to the protection the Framework introduced the

designation of Local Green Spaces.

6. Public Footpaths

Policy SP3 seeks to promote patterns of
development which reduces the need to
travel by car and encourage journeys by

The neighbourhood plan policy
seeks to protect and
enhance the existing

Countryside

and enhance the character of the District.
It states that:

“... Development must be appropriate to

Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan: Basic Conditions Statement

walking. footpath network.
7. Conservation Policy EN1 states that development The village of Skillington is
Area must be appropriate to the character almost all within the
and significant natural, historic and Conservation Area.
cultural attributes and features of the The neighbourhood
landscape. The development must also plan policy amplifies
contribute to its conservation, the general principles
enhancement and restoration. It adds listed in the Core
that all development proposals and site Strategy.
allocations will be assessed in relation
to statutory, national and local
designations of historic assets.
8. Conservation See above. See above
Area Design
Guidance
9. Open Policy EN1 addresses the need to protect | The neighbourhood plan amplifies these

considerations specifying:
e what type of development will be
supported in the open countryside;
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the character and significant natural,
historic and cultural attributes and
features of the landscape within which it
is situated, and contribute to its
conservation, enhancement or
restoration”.

All development proposals and site

allocations will be assessed against

certain criteria that includes:

e landscape features

e |ocal distinctiveness and sense of
place

e historic character

e the layout and scale of buildings

e biodiversity

e remoteness and tranquillity

e noise and light pollution

and

o the key features of the open
countryside that development needs
to preserve and enhance.

3.21

The Core Strategy does not identify specific sites for development. These were brought

forward in the subsequent Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD.

Table 4: Conformity with policies the adopted Site Allocations and Policies DPD

Reference in

DPD

Comment on Conformity
in the Neighbourhood Plan

Rural
Exception
Sites

towns and Local Service Centres the
need for local affordable housing will
be met through the development of
rural exception schemes. In order that
funding can be prioritised to those
villages where a need has already been
identified, the Council has identified a
number of small villages as “areas of
search” for sites which may be suitable
to meet the identified need for local
affordable housing.

However Skillington is not included in
the ‘area of search’. But the policy goes
onto to say that rural exception
schemes maybe acceptable in other
villages not listed. Such schemes must

Rasidential Policy SAP H1 states that: This is consistent with the approach in
Development “Other than those sites which are the neighbourhood plan to limit
in Skillington allocated, new green field sites on the development to infill within the existing
edges of the towns and villages will not built up area of the village.
be considered acceptable for housing
development.“
Affordable Housing on Policy SAP2 states that outside the This is consistent with the approach

adopted in the neighbourhood plan,
which is dependent on evidence to
support any such proposals.

Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan: Basic Conditions Statement
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be supported by clear up-to-date
evidence.

The Lo

al Economy

Policy SAP4 states that outside the
towns and Local Service Centres
proposals for the certain types of
small business will be supported,
provided that it is demonstrated that it
will help to support, or regenerate the
rural economy. Proposals must
demonstrate that they meet certain
criteria such as scale appropriate to the
rural location and for a use which is
appropriate or necessary in a rural
location.

The neighbourhood plan builds on the
national and local planning context by
encouraging local economic
development and diversification
providing it is compatible with a rural
area and its environmental constraints.

Legal S

ervices and
Community
Facilities

Policy SAP1 states that:

“Applications for the change of use of
community facilities which would result
in the loss of community use will be
resisted unless it is clearly demonstrated
that either there are alternative facilities
available, the existing use is no longer
viable, or there is no realistic prospect of
the premises being re-used for
alternative business or community
facility use.

This is consistent with the approach
adopted in the neighbourhood plan.

Lacal G

reen Space

Policy SAP10 deals with the protection
of existing open space. It states that all
existing open space including
allotments, parks, equipped play space,
sport pitches and informal natural open
space, route ways and corridors will be
protected.

The policy in the neighbourhood plan
seeks to protect the most important
open spaces as Local Green Space.

P@blic footpaths

No reference.

Cgmser

vation Area

No reference.

Cénser

vation Area
Design
Guidance

No reference.

Open Countryside

No reference.

3.22

The above tables demonstrate that the overall neighbourhood plan and its individual

policies are in general conformity with the strategic policies in the development plan.

Emerging Local Plan

3:23

The basic condition only requires the neighbourhood plan to be in general conformity

with the development plan. It does not test the neighbourhood plan against the policies
in an emerging local plan. Nevertheless it is considered good practice to have regard to
any emerging local plan, and any associated up-to-date evidence base supporting its
preparation.

Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan: Basic Conditions Statement
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3.24

3.25

3.26

3.27

3.28

3:29

3.30

South Kesteven District Council has begun preparing a new local plan which will cover the
whole district for the period up to 2036. The new plan will:
e bring together the relevant policies of the adopted Core Strategy and Site Allocation

and Policies DPD;
e update and include new policies arising from the National Planning Policy Framework

(Framework) and national Planning Practice Guidance; and
e provide new development requirements for the plan period, in particular providing

for the objectively assessed housing needs of the District.

The emerging local plan will eventually replace the Core Strategy, Site Allocation and
Policies DPD and any remaining saved policies from the 1995 local plan. However it is not
envisaged that it will be adopted until late 2017 or early 2018.

The Steering Group has been in regular contact with South Kesteven District Council
throughout the preparation of the neighbourhood plan, and been mindful of progress on
the emerging local plan and the association consultation initiatives. Where possible
these have been factored into the thinking behind the neighbourhood plan to try and
future proof it.

For instance in July 2016 the District Council commenced the second stage of consultation
on the emerging new Local Plan. The focus of this consultation was on 'sites and
settlements'. Amongst other things the consultation sought views on the estimated
level of housing land that is required across the District up to 2036. A proposed
settlement hierarchy was outlined together with a suggested level of new housing that
should be permitted in each category.

Skillington was again identified as a Smaller Settlement where development is described
as less sustainable. However the consultation document points out that in such smaller
settlements in 2004-05 there were 136 new homes built, but by 2014-15 this figure had
dropped to just 9 new homes. In recognition of this the consultation document states
that it is possible that the Core Strategy’s approach towards development in these
smaller settlements was perhaps too restrictive.

The suggestion is that the emerging the Local Plan will have a spatial strategy that allows
for infill and brownfield development (where suitable) in these smaller settlements so
they can support their existing community through the provision of new homes. Initial
evidence outlined in the consultation document suggests that around 5% of future
housing development might come from these smaller settlements.

Whilst relevant to the neighbourhood plan, the emerging local plan is still at a relatively
early stage in the preparation process. Nevertheless a slightly less restrictive approach
has been incorporated in the neighbourhood plan to facilitate some limited infill
development.
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European Obligations

3.31

3.32

3.33

3.34

3-35

3.36

A neighbourhood plan must be compatible with European Union (EU) obligations, as
incorporated into United Kingdom law, in order to be legally compliant. A number of EU
obligations may be of relevance including:

e Directives 2001/42/EC (Strategic Environmental Assessment)

e  2011/92/EU (Environmental Impact Assessment)

e 92/43/EEC (Habitats)

e 2009/147/EC (Wild Birds)

e 2008/98/EC (Waste)

e 2008/50/EC (Air Quality)

e 2000/60/EC (Water).

Guidance indicates that it is the responsibility of local planning authorities to ensure that
a neighbourhood plan is compatible with EU obligations (including obligations under the
Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive) when it takes the decision on:

a. whether the plan should proceed to referendum; and

b. whether or not to make the plan.

Strategic Environmental Assessment

Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes
on the environment is particularly relevant. Its purpose is to provide a high level of
protection of the environment by incorporating environmental considerations into the
process of preparing plans and programmes. This Directive is commonly referred to as
the Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) Directive. The Directive is transposed into
UK law through the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations
2004.

If the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects it may
require a Strategic Environmental Assessment in order to meet EU obligations. The
Parish Council thereby asked South Kesteven District Council to undertake a screening
opinion to ascertain whether the scope of the neighbourhood plan necessitated a
Strategic Environmental Assessment.

A screening opinion was subsequently undertaken by the District Council, which was
published in December 2016. This report is attached as Appendix 3.

After consultation with the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England
the District Council Screening Report stated:
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7.1 On the basis of the SEA Screening Assessment set out in Table 2 above, it is
concluded that the Skillington Neighbourhood Plan will not have significant effects
in relation to any of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations, and
therefore does not need to be subject to a SEA report.

3.37 The District Council’s decision notice is attached as Appendix 4.
Habitats Regulations Assessment

3.38 Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats, commonly referred to as the
Habitats Directive, is also of relevance to meeting the basic conditions. A Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA) identifies whether a plan is likely to have a significant
effect on a European site, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects.
The assessment determines whether significant effects on a European site can be ruled
out on the basis of objective information.

3.39 The prescribed condition states that the ‘making’ of the neighbourhood plan is not likely
to have a significant effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats
and Species Regulations 2012).

3.40 Inaddition to the screening of the Skillington Neighbourhood Plans in relation to a
SEA, the District Council also assessed the likelihood of any proposals within it would
have an adverse impact on any internationally designated wildlife sites. The report
stated that:

72 There are no internationally designated wildlife sites within the Neighbourhood Area
and there are three within 20km of it. It is not considered that the Skillington
Neighbourhood Plan will have an adverse effect on the integrity of these
internationally designated sites either on its own or in combination with other plans
and does not need to be subject to a Habitats Regulations Assessment.

3.41  The Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan does not thereby require an
Appropriate Assessment under the EU Habitats Regulations.

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)

3.42  The Human Rights Act contains a number of articles which are potentially relevant to
neighbourhood planning such as:
e theright to respect for private and family life
e freedom of expression
e prohibition of discrimination.
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3.43  For example all sections of the community should be given the opportunity to get
involved in preparing the plan and express their views on it.

3.44  The Parish Council confirm that the non statutory and statutory consultations have been
carried out in such a way that all sections of the local community have been given the
opportunity to express their views. The Steering Group were constantly mindful of the
need to engage all sections of the local community and applied different consultation
techniques accordingly. These initiatives are documented in the accompanying
Consultation Statement.

3.45 The Parish Council also wish to confirm that the neighbourhood plan has been prepared
to represent the views of the whole community.

3.46 ltis therefore believed that the Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan has had
appropriate regard to the fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed under the
European Convention on Human Rights and complies with the Human Rights Act 1998.

Equalities

3.47  The preparation of the neighbourhood plan has had due regard to the provisions of
Section 149(1) of the Equalities Act 2010 and the Parish Council is not aware of any
discrimination, harassment, victimisation or any other conduct that is prohibited by or
under this Act.
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4. Conclusion

4.1 In accordance with paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act
1990 this Statement demonstrates that the proposed Skillington Neighbourhood
Development Plan prepared by Skillington Parish Council meets the requirements of each
basic condition and the other legal tests.

e ——
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Appendix 1

Map of Skillington Neighbourhood Area
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Note: The boundary of the Skillington Neighbourhood Area corresponds to the Parish
boundary
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Appendix 2

List of Policies in the Skillington Neighbourhood Plan

Policy 1 — Residential Development in Skillington

A proposal for residential development within the village will be supported providing that it
comprises one or more of the following:

a) the conversion of a redundant or disused building;

b) a new dwelling required to meet the essential need for a rural worker to live permanently at or
near their place of work; or

c) asmall scale site for 3 or fewer houses in an otherwise built-up frontage.

All the above proposals for residential development should:

1) be acceptable infill that is located within the built-up part of the village;

2) be appropriate to its surroundings and not overshadow or overlook adjoining properties;

3) preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and its setting with
regards to form, scale, layout and materials; and

4) not affect open land which is of particular significance to the form and character of the

settlement.

Policy 2 — Affordable Housing on Rural Exception Sites

A proposal for affordable housing on a rural exception site will be supported if it:

is justified by evidence of need through a local housing needs survey for the village;
b. is prioritised for those with a local connection;
c. meets the criteria listed in Policy SAP2 in the Site Allocation and Policies Development Plan

o

Document or listed in a replacement policy on rural exception sites adopted by South Kesteven

District Council

d. is appropriate to its surroundings;

e. preserves or enhances the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and its setting
with regards to scale, layout and materials; and

f. does not affect open land which is of particular significance to the form and character of the

settlement.

Policy 3 — The Local Economy

A proposal for economic development will be supported if it:

e ——
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a) supports the viability and expansion of existing businesses and enterprises;

b) promotes the development and diversification of agricultural activity;

c) enables and encourages home working; or

d) improves electronic communications such as superfast broadband and the mobile phone

network.

Any adverse impact on the environment should be avoided if possible, or otherwise mitigated.

Policy 4 — Local Services and Community Facilities

The expansion of existing services or community facilities will be supported providing that it does not
have significant harmful impacts on the amenities of residents or on other neighbouring uses.

The loss of a local service or community facility will only be supported if it can be demonstrated that:

a) an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown it to be surplus to requirements or

no longer viable; and
b) the loss would be replaced by equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality, and

in a suitable location to meet the need; or
c) the development will bring about a community benefit, the needs for which clearly outweigh the

loss.

Policy 5 — Local Green Space

The following areas are designated as Local Green Space:

a) the Green
b) the Square

The boundaries of the Local Green Spaces are shown on Appendix 1.

The development of Local Green Spaces will not be permitted other than in very special
circumstances where the benefits of the development clearly outweigh any harm.

Policy 6 — Public Footpaths

Support will be given to proposals that improve and extend the existing network of public footpaths
where they allow greater access to the village centre, village hall and the surrounding open
countryside.

Skillington Neighbourhood Development Plan: Basic Conditions Statement Page 24




The loss of existing footpaths will be resisted.

Policy 7 — Conservation Area

A proposal for development within or adjoining the Conservation Area should preserve or enhance
its character and appearance. It must have regard to the historic context in terms of scale,
alignment, height, form, style, design and materials. The development should seek to promote or
reinforce the local distinctiveness of the village and create a sense of place.

A proposal will be supported if it has no adverse impacts on:

a) the existing street pattern;

b) important views and vistas;

c) important areas of open space;

d) important tree groups;

e) a listed building;

f) aLocal List of buildings of architectural or historic interest; or
g) ridge and furrow earthworks.

The location of the above features is indicated with in Appendix 1. A proposal to alter or extend a
building will be supported if it:

1) is carried out in building materials appropriate to the location;

2) is subordinate to the main building; and

3) reflects its character in terms of scale, appearance and detailing.

4) it does not have an adverse impact on the street scene or residential amenity.

Policy 8 — Conservation Area Design Guidance and Management

A proposal for development in or adjoining the Conservation Area should have regard to:

1) The Skillington Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan 2016 prepared by South
Kesteven District Council; and
2) Design Guidance for the Conservation Area prepared by the Parish Council.

Design guidance will be prepared to minimise the adverse impact of development on the character
and appearance of the Conservation Area.

The design guidance will address:

a) the inappropriate installation of satellite dishes;

b) the removal of overhead cables and replacement by underground cables;

¢) inappropriate alterations (such as windows, doors, chimneys, rendering and boundary
treatments);

d) maintenance schemes in the public realm including the removal of modern lighting columns and
replacement with traditional street lighting;

e) the erosion of boundary features including walls, hedgerows and railings;
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f) the loss of important trees or open space; and
g) insensitive highway schemes including street clutter, poor quality paving and obtrusive road
markings.

The guidance will develop a 'local heritage list' of buildings and monuments that are valued as
distinctive elements of the historic environment of Skillington.

A working group will be established to review and recommend how the management of the
conservation area can be pro-actively enhanced.

In partnership with South Kesteven District Council and Lincolnshire County Council, the design
guidance will address the loss of character arising from inappropriate alterations and encourage best
practice if permitted development.

Policy 9 — Open Countryside

Proposals for development in the open Country side will only be supported:

a) where it contributes to rural diversification and there is an essential requirement for a rural
location;

b) where it would involve the suitable reuse or extension of an existing building, and that any
increase in size would be subordinate to the original building(s) in terms of floor space or
massing;

¢) for outdoor sport or recreation where the rural character and openness of the landscape would
be maintained;

d) for a new isolated dwelling where there are special circumstances as specified in paragraph 55 of
the National Planning Policy Framework, such as the need for a rural worker to be close to their
place of work;

e) for affordable housing as ‘exception sites’ that are located adjacent to an existing built-up area; or

f) for agriculture, forestry or equine purposes.

Development will be supported where it preserves and enhances:

1) landscape character and quality including individual features of value;

2) sites of ecological value;

3) listed buildings, Scheduled Monuments and other sites of archaeological interest including ridge
and furrow;

4) the intrinsic character, beauty and tranquility of the countryside; and

5) the character and appearance of the area in terms of its historic and vernacular built form.

Appendix 3
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Skillington Neighbourhood Plan
Strategic Environmental Assessment and

Habitats Regulation Assessment
Screening Report

21 December 2016
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Introduction

A Stratesic Environmental Assecsment ($EA] is reguired wnder European legislation for all
plans which may hawe 3 significant effect on the envircnmert. This particulzrhy relates to
plans, which designate sites for development.

The purpose of SEA is to provide a hizh level of protection of the snvircnment and %o
imtegrate considerations of the snvircnment into the preparstion and zdoption of
plans with a view to promating sustainable development.

The S5EA process sets out criteria for assessing the significance of the impact of a plan on
the environment. For exsample, if 2 plan proposes 2 howsing development it may hawe an
impact on the wildlife of the area or have an impact on landscape. i a significant effect iz
possible the zssessment requires the oonsiderstion of options and for the
evaluztion of the potential effects on the environment.

To ascertain if 5EA is reguired, a “screening”™ exercise is undertaken which looks at the
proposals in a Meighbourhood Plan to ==e if a significant effect is likely. The criteria for

this soreening are set out in the relevant legislation.

& Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA] is 3 process which looks at the potential impact
of proposals within a plan on internationally designated wildlife sites. For the purpos= of
the HRA, intemationally designated wildlife sites are Special Protection Arezs (SPA),
Special Areas of Conservation (5AC) and Ramsar wetland sites.

The initial stage of the HRA process involves consideration of the reasons for desipnation
and the conservation objectives of each internationally designated wildlife site within a
reasonable distance of the Neighbourhood Plan Area and the potential impact of the
proposals within the plan on thess,

This report details the assessment of the Skillingston Meizhbourhood Plan agzinst the need
for am S5EA or HRA to be produced o acoompany the Plan. b ooncludes that an 5E4 is not
reguired to socompany the Skillington Neighbourhood Plan and that it would not need to
be subject to HEA.

This report has been sent to the threes statutory consultees of the Environment Sgsncy.
Englich Heritzze and Natural England to =licit their views on its contents. The results of this
corsultztion are included in Apperdix 3 and = soresning determination has besn issued
indicating the outoome of the screening stage.
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21

22

2.3

2.4

Strategic Enwirommental Assessment

Thiz soreening report seeks o determine whether or not a Strategic Environmental
fAszessment (5EA) is required for the Skillington Beighbourhood Plan in acoordance with
European” and Mational® legislation.

The objective of the SEA Directive is:

to provide for o high lewel of protection of the enwironment and contribute fo the
imtegration of emdrmonmentn) oonsideroctions intoc i preparction ond odoption  of
dewelopment plars._.. with o0 wiew to promoting sustainebie developmeant” EU Directive
DDA E2/EC (Article 1).

To establish if = Meighbourhood Plan needs to be sccompanied by a full 5EA, 3 “screening”
aszessment is required against = series of criteria set out in the 5EA Directive. Figure 1
{pape 4] sets put the screening process and how 2 plan would be asseced against the
SEA Directive oriteria.

An asseszment of the characteristics of a2 Neighbourhood Plan against these criteria is set
out in Table 1 [on page 5).
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Figure 1- Application of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes
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Source: Annex Il of the SEA Directive 2001,/42/EC
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Table 1: Aszezzment of Characteristics of a Meighbourhood Development Flan

Tiage /N | Reason

1. Iz the Plan mubject to preparetion ¥ | NDFsare prepared by 8 gualifying body (Parish Tosn

and/or adoption by & national, Cowuncils) under the Town and Country Planming Act

resional or local authonity OR 1990 (&5 amierded).

prepared by B authonty through 8 A MDP is subject to exsminstion and refererdum. 1f'a

l=risintive procedure by Parlinment or WDF receives 300 or more ‘yes yotes ot referendum it

Sovermment? |Artice 2{a]) il e ‘made” by the Districk Coundil as Local Planning
Authority.

Z. Is the= Plan reguired oy begislbe, M | The preparation of & NOF is optional. Howewer, once

rexulatony or administrabee ‘m=de’ it do=s form part of the statutory DEveloomeant

arowisions® [Articie 2{a)] Plan forthe area and wsed when making dacisions on
planning spplications.

3. Is the= Plan prepared for agricultune, ¥ | & NDF can include thess policy ansas and could provide

forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, at a Meizhbowhood Arss level the framewsork for

transport, waste management, water development of & soale that would fall within Spnex 11

management, telecommunications, of thie ELA Directive.

tourism, town and country plarming or Developments that fall within Annex | are ‘excuded”

fand wse, AMND do=s it set & framework development for NDFs (25 sek owt in Section 51k of the

for future deselopment consent of Town and Couwntry Flanning Act 1950, as amended].

arojects im Anneaes | and | b the EIA

Directive? [Articl= 3.2(a]]

4. Wil the Plan, inview of its liksly MK | & MDP could potentislly hawse impads on sites opvened

=Mects om sibes, rEgUire an assessment oy the Habitets Repulations. However, this requires

for future deselopment wnder Articke individual assessment of & HDF |see section §]

& or 7 of the Habitsts Directive?

Jarticke 3_Z{n}]

3. Does the Flan determine the use of ¥ | & MDP can determine the use of small ansss ot & ool

small areas ot kocal OR is it a minor el

maodification of a PP subject to Article

3.27 [Articke 3.3]

&. D=5 the Flan sek the frramework Tor ¥ & MIDP forms part of the Desvelopment Flan and will be

future deweinpment consent of used in the dedsion making proosss on planming

arojecks (not just projects in annexes zpplicetions. I, therefore, sets the framework for

to the E1A Directivs] T [&rticke 3.4) future developmenis at a ool level.

7. Isthe Plan's sole purpose to sere M | A NDP does nob deald with these issues.

the national defenoe or civil

=mergency, OF is it & finarcial or

nuwdget PR, OR is it co-fimanced by

structural funds ar EAGGF

progremmes 2000 ko 2006/ 7" | Article

3.8, 3.8

E. Isit lik=ly by have & significant =ffect | NS | A NDP could potentialty heawe an effect on the

on the environment? [&rtide 3.5) =nvirorement. Howewer, whether this is signitimnt
depends on the proposals within the MDF. This reguires
individual assessment of s NDP (s2e section 3]

25 The oonclusion of the amessment in Table 1 is that depending on the content of a
Meizhbourhood Plam, an SEA may be reguired. For this reaszon = case by case analysiz of
Meizhbourhood Plans will be required to determine the lely sipnificant effects on the
environment.

2.6 Aszessment of the signifimnoe of the effect of a Neighbourhood Plan will depend on the

propesals within it. The oriteria for assessing the likely significance of effects are set out in

3
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fdnnex || of the SEA Directive, Schedule 1 of the Regulations and shown in Figure 2. The
proposals within individual Meighbourhood Plars will need to be assessed against these
criteriz [s== Table 2).

Figure 2: Criterin for determining likely significance of effects on the environment (from
Article 3.5 of the SEA Directive)

1. The charscteristics of neighbourhood plans, keving regard, in parbicular, to

# the degree to which the plan sets o fremework for projects and other activities. sither
wiith regard to the lecation, nature, size and operating condithons or Dy allooating
EsOUrCEs,
the degree to which the plan influences other plans and programmes indwding those ina
hi=rardhy,
the nelevanos of the plan for the integration of environmental considerations in
particular with a view to promating sustainable develooment,
environmental problems relevant ta the plan,
the relevance of the plan fior the implementation of Community legislation o the
environment |e.g. plans and programmes Enbed to waste-management or waske
protection).

w7 qr

RS B

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
opartiouksr, ta
¥ the probability . duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects,
the comuiainve rature of the effects,
Eh trans bourdary nature of the effecs,
the risks to human health of the =nvironment |e.z. due b accidents),
the magnritude and spatial extent of the =fects |geographical ar=s and size of the
populstion likely to be affected),
¥ thewmhse and vulnerability of the ares likely to be affscted due o
o Special ratursl charscteristics or oultural heritage,
o expesded environmentsl quakty stardards or Emit vakies,
o intensive land-use,
o the effeds on areas or lndscapes which hawve & recognised nationsl, Comm ity or
international protection status.

L L
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i Habitats R=gulstions Assesoment

31 In addition to the soreening of Neighbourhood Plans in relation to S5E4, thers is 2 need o
assess the likelihood of proposals within a2 Plan having an sdwverse impact on
imternationally desizsnated wildlife sites. This Habitzts Begulations Assessment [HRA) iz
reguired by the European Habitats Directive.

3.2 A Habitzts Begulations Asseszment may be reguired depending on the contents of the
Meizhbourhood Flan and the potentizl impact of the Plan on intermationally designated
wildlife sites within @ reasonable distance from the Neighbourbood Plan arez. For the
purposes of azsesxment this will be tzken to be sites within 20om of the Neighbourhood
Arez. As such, 3 case by case sssessment of Meighbourhood Plans will need to be
undertaken to see i 3 full HRA is reguired.

i3 The approach to assessing the potential impacc of 2 Neishbourhood Plan on an
imternationally designated wildlife site, and hence the mneed for an HRA include
consideration of the reasons for designation and conservation ohjectives for each site. The
key environmentz! conditions that suppart the site are assessed against the proposals
within the Plan.

4 Skillimgton Meighbourhood Development Plan
41  Skillington is located in the South 'West of South Eestewen District.

47 The vision for Skillington is:
‘In 2031 Skillington will be an sttractive and trargquil village, which has a2 strong and
balanced commiunity that looks after its historical buildings and surroundings.’

43 The draft Neighbourhood Plan also sets out the following objectives:
1. To support sppropriate and affordzble residential development in the village
2. To support & prospenous local economy
3. To retain and improwve local services ard community facilities
4. To protect and enhance the Skillington Conservation Arez
5. To conserve and manage the surrounding Kesteven Uplandz landscape

44 The Plan contzins policies that seek to deliver the vision and objectives but it does mot
identify or propose the allocation of specific development sites. & map of the
HNeighbourhood Plan Area is provided in Appendix 1.
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5. SEA Screening Asseszment

51  The polices set out in the draft Neishbourhood Plan have been wsed to undertake
the soreening ssseszment. |f the conclusion of the soreening exercise is that zin S5EA is not
reguired, any major changes to the sxisting policies or introduction of new ones should be
subject to 2 further soresning assessment to ensure that significant effects are ot ey,

52 SEAs have been completed as part of the adoption of the South Kesteven Core Strategy
and Site Allocation and Policies Development Plan Dooument (34P DPD). These previoushy
completed SEfic have been taken into account in undertaking this screening assessmert.

53 The criteria for undertaking & screening sssessment are set out in Figure 2 of this report.
Table 2 outlines the results of the assecsment against these criteria.

e ——
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Table 2: Aszseszment of likelihood of significant effects on the environment

Criteria for determining Is the lustitimation for Screening Assessment

the likery significance of Skillington NDP

effects [Schedule 1 of SEA | likely to hawe &

Regulations) signiticant

enmvironmentsl
effect?

The degree to which the Mo The Skilington Neighbourhood Flan [SHNF) does not

Dlam or programme sets indude ary Ste specific development propasals,

framework for projects and however, it does s=t out a number of policies that aim

other actinities, sither with o manage development in the parish. Thess adogted

regard to the location, policies should be conformity with the adopied Lol

nature, size ard opersting Plan. The policies of the adopted Coare Stratery and

conditicns or by allocating Sites and Folices Development Plan Dooument kase

MESOUrDes. already been the subject of SEA and assessed as kawing
no siEnificank effects.

The degree to which the Mo The Flan will sit below the adopted Local Flan and

olam or oroEramime showld, therefore, be in m=nerml condonmity with it

influences other plans and Skillington is & ‘less sustminanle’ settiement in the

nrogrammies including adopted Local Plen, wiens deyveiopment is restricted.

those in & hierarchy. The polices within the Meishoowhood Plan seek to
oermit smal scale housing development (3 hous=s or
fewer) within am othenwize built up frontsge. This goes
peyond what is permitted within the adopted Loosl
Plan, i.e. market housing is permitted. Whilst market
hiowsing is mob currently permitbed, affordabde housing
s In acdition to this, omly wery minor dews lopm snts
are proposad to b= permitted. It is therefore nok
consigered that the kevel of additional development
oropaosad by the SMP will have & sisnificant impact on
the Epvironment. Sibe specific ersironmental isoues
would De considered at the Planning Application staze.

The refesanoe of the plan Mo The SHF contributes to the achieverment of Sustsinable

or programme for the Dewelopment at the neighbourhood lesel Folices set

imtegration of out in the SHP are planned to have & possole imaact on

=nvironmental the= local envirorement. Thene is therefore limited

considerations in partioular potential for Sgnificant effects to take place.

with & wiew T promoting

sustainsbie developmant.

Envirommental proolems Mo There are r0 known sigrificant nvironmental

relevant to the plan or probidems.

OrOErAMmImE.

The relesance of the plan | Mo The SHF is g=nerally in acoordance with the South

or programme for the tecteven Local Plan, which is in acoordarce with

implementation of Europesn CoMmmunity Legisaton.

Commiunity legiziation on

the emvironment (=g

pimnsS mnd ProgrEmm mes

inked to washs-

manasemenk or water

orotection].

The probagility, duration, MHa The SHP does not contain any specfic propasals,
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frequency and reversibility
af the effects.

howewer, plan polices ans designed to sxpect any new
develinpment to b= more sustsinable and have minimal
anvirommentsl sffects. The plan timaframe is unbl
2031, howewer, permanent affects would =xist beyond
this.

of the ares liksly to be

affected due to:

=  special natural
characteristics ar
cukural heritame;

& sncEsded
snvirommantal quakity
standards or limit
waloess
irb=nsres lard-use.
the effacts on sreas or
mndscapss which hawe
& recopnised national,
CommunRity or
irt=rnationsl
orotection stahes,

The cumuiakive naturs of Mo The plun will not lead o sy osmulstve sfects in

the =ffects. coembimstion with sy exsbing or emerging plans or
programimes. The emenging Lol Flan will be subject
o full Sustainability Appraizal, wihich will look at thens
matkers in mors detail.

The trans-boundary rature | Mo The proposals within the SHF ars unlikely to have

of the effects. significant impacts on neighDOUWnE Bress.

The risks to human health | Mo Wo risks to human heafth kave been identified ror have

orthe environment (e.5. risks to the enwironment. The policies within the Flan

dise 1o socidents | seek to probect the environment

The misgnitude and spatial | Mo The =ffects of tha Flan sre confined to Skilinghon and

sxtent of the effects theey mne undikely to exb=nd beyond this. The populstion

{meographical ares and size in Skillington Parish is 343 (2011], therefone there is

of the populstion lilshy ts potential to inflsence & wery smaill populstion.

ne affected].

The yalus and vulnerability | Mo The following featsres are present within Skillington:

* 13 Listed buildinzs
a 1 Corservation Area

The Flan seeks to achisye susminabie deveiopment,
which will nok haye regative =ffeCts on the ares.

54 On the basis of the SEA Screening Assessment set out in Table 2 above, the condusion is
that the Skillington Neighbourbood Plan will not have signifizint effects in relation to amy
of the oriteria set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations, and therefore does not need to
be subject to 5EA. The main rezsons for this conclusion are:
= The Skilington Neizhbourhood Man supports the implementation of policies in the
adopted Souwth Kesteven Loczl Plan [Core Strategy], which has already been subject o
S5EH and sssessed as having no significant environmental effects.

=  The Skillington Neighbourhood Plan represents a lower tier in the hierarchy of planning
cocuments for South Eesteven, and therefore has no or mited infleence on other
plans or programimes

# The Skilingoon Neighbourhood Plan itself is unlikely to hawve environmentz| efects;
rather it is the specific developments that oome forward within the Neighbouwrbood
Area that may result in environmentz] effects

10
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=  The Skillington Neighbowrhood Plan seeks to avoid or minimise negative enmvironmental
effects of through the provision of guidance on isoues which should be considered
when making proposals within the Neighbourhood frea. It is. therefore, likely to hawe
an indirect positive environmentzd effect by setting out how developers can zwoid
adverse effects on 5 number of environmentzl receptors.

6.0  Hebitats Azgulstions Assessment

6.1 The Habitzts Regulations Assessment [HRA) refers to the assesment requined for any plan
or project to assess the potentizl implications for European wildlife sites. The HRA
therefore looks at whether the implementztion of the plan or project would harm the
habitzts or species for which European wildlife sites zre designated. Buropean wildlife
sites @ne:

= Spedal Protection Arezs (5P8) designated under the Binds Directive [ 79/408/EEC)
= Spedal Areas of Conservation (SAC] designated under the Habitats Directiee

[92/43/EEC)

6.2 In addition toe 5P and 5ACs sites Ramsar sites are desisnated under the Bamsar
Convention (lran 1971 as amended by the Paris Protocol 19592). Although they are not
covered by the Habitzts regulations, as a matter of Government policy, Ramsar sites
should be trezted in the same way as Evropesn wildlife sites. European wildlife sites
and Bamsar sites are collectively known as imternationally designated wildlife sites.

6.3 The legislation sets out & prooczss to assess the potential implications of a plan on
internationally desipnated sites. The first stage of this process s 2 “screening”™ exsrcioe
where the details of nearby intermationzlly designated sites are sssessed to see iff there is
the potential for the implementation of the Plan to have an impact on the site.

6.4  Under Criteriz 6 of the assessment in Figure 2.2, it was concluded that o Neighbourhood
Plan may have an impact on internationally designated wildlife sites and that a ee by
case assesoment was required. For the purposes of the “screening” asssssment the
potentizl impact of the Meishbourhood Development Plan on sites within 20km of the
Meizhbourhood Plan area are assecsed.

6.5 There is one SAC within 20km of the Skillington Neighbourhood Area. This is within South
Kesteven District [Grimsthorpe). There is 2lso 2 SPA § RBamsar site, Butland Water, located
in Butland County.

6.6 The Meighbourhood Plan must be in conformity with the adopted Local Plan, which has

unbergons HIRA TOnE ni . This Camn he viewed here:
kg s south kestewen. mow ui 'CHtpHandler asha ?id=13832 &p=. In addition to this,

it does not propose development allocations and has no soope to influence development
outside the Plan area. 'Whilst some open market housing is proposed, it is not considered
that this would give rise to significant levels of development above that permitted by the
Core Stravegy. Colsterworth and District, an adjoining Parnish, are also producing a
Meizhbourhood Plan. Mo significant proposals have been identified for development in
this Plan either. |t is, therefore, not considered that HRA s required for the Skillington
Meizhbourhood Plan.

i1
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7.0 Conclusicns
SEA Assessment

71 On the basiz of the SE& Screening Assessment set out in Table 2 abowe. it is conduded that
the Skillington Neighbowrhood Plan will not have significant effects in relation to amy of the
criteriz set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations, and therefore does not need to be

subject to @ 5EA report
Habitars Regulstions Assesoment

T2 Thers are no internationally designated wildlife soes within the Beighbourhood &rez and
there are three within 20km of it. It iz not considered that the Skillington Meighbourhood
Plan will have an adverse effect on the integrity of these internationally desiznated sioes
either on its own or in combination with other plans and does not need to be subject 1o a
Habitzts Repulations Azsecsment.

iz
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Hppendix 1: Skillington Meighbourhood Plan &res
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